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LANGSTON CHARTER MIDDLE SCHOOL ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
Teacher: Mrs. Tolly Garrison 

Email: tgarrison@langstoncharter.org 

Website:  http://mrsgarrisonenglish.weebly.com/ 

            




2015-2016
Dear parents & students,

 
My name is Tolly Garrison and I will be your student’s English teacher this year.  I am looking forward to working with you and your student to make this year a wonderful learning experience.  We will be working very hard this year, and I am excited about the challenges that this year promises.  I desire to have a very open relationship with all parents of the students in my classes in order to best meet the students’ academic needs.  It is true I have a job to do, but I cannot do it alone.  I will need your help, input, and support in order to best serve the students.  If your student has any special needs or talents you feel I should be aware of, please do not hesitate to email me, set up a conference, or leave a message for me with the front office (864-286-9700) and I will contact you.  I pledge to give the students my all, and I will expect the same from each student.  I will hold them to the same high standards I have set for myself as an educator.  I believe that open communication between parents and the teacher is in everyone’s best interest, and I need to know the expectations you have for me as your child’s teacher.  

 
I will first try to handle any discipline problems with students directly, but I will contact parents on a second offense.  Hopefully this will keep me from having to assign detention or write referrals unless absolutely necessary. I do not anticipate any problems, but if any surface, you and I will work together to solve them.  I look forward to working very closely with you this year.  Thank you for allowing me to teach and learn from your child.  

Sincerely,

Tolly Garrison 

tgarrison@langstoncharter.org 
Textbooks
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt English and Language Arts (SC edition)

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt English and Language Arts Close Reader 

Supplemental materials 

Class Rules

Students are expected to:

· Respect themselves and others at all times.

· Be on time.

· Bring all materials to class.

· Do not talk while the teacher is talking. 

· Do what the teacher asks of you.

· Strive for excellence.

All school policies and rules explained in the student handbook will be followed and enforced. 

*If these rules are broken, one of the following penalties will be issued:



1st offense: Conference with student



2nd offense: Parent phone calls



3rd offense: Office referral

                          *A truly severe infraction may result in immediate referral.

Grading Scale


  
Grading Policy
A (93 – 100)


-Tests/Exams, Projects, and Essays will 


B (85 – 92)




equal 40% of the final grade.


C (77 – 84)



-Class Work, and Homework


D (70 – 76)




will equal 25% of the final grade.


F (69 and below)


-Quizzes will equal 35% of the final grade. 


Homework Policy

Expect homework 2-3 times per week. On the assigned date, homework is due at beginning of the class period. Students will be notified of tests, essays, and projects well in advance of their due dates. 
Late Work and Make-up Work Policy
A ZERO will be given for any late homework. If a project is late, 10 points will be taken off per day late. Students that do not a have a major assignment on the day it is due will have to fill out a Missing Work Log. An oops pass may only be used for small homework assignments, not for projects or tests. Please remember: the oops pass assignment is STILL DUE the following day for full credit.
If a student is absent, he / she should arrange to make up any missed class work, homework, quizzes, and tests. 

*DO NOT ASK ME ABOUT MAKE UP WORK DURING CLASS. You may do one of the following things:

· Check the make-up work folder before class begins.  

· Set up a time to meet with me, either before or after school, to go over what you missed. 

· Check my website. 

Materials Needed for Class

1. A three-ring binder and notebook paper (This binder can be shared with other classes.)

2. Pens, pencils, highlighter, notebook paper 
3. Glue stick 
Assignment Posting 

I will post daily homework assignments and any special instructions on my website: http://mrsgarrisonenglish.weebly.com/
Please use this tool as a SUPPLEMENT to the student planner to keep up with your child’s assignments. Your child is responsible for writing down and keeping up with assignments. Please do not rely on the website alone for assignments because occasionally, I will be unable to post assignments on the website. The student planner should be the first means of keeping track of assignments. 

Conferences
If you would like to schedule a conference to discuss your child's progress, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I want your child to be successful in my classroom, and I am more than willing to meet with you.  I am available before or after school to meet with you, or I can also meet during my planning period, which is from 8:30-9:30, Monday – Thursday, and from 8:30-9:15 on Fridays.  Please email or call me in order to schedule a conference time with me to ensure that I will be available.
Open Communication & Parent Expectations

I am willingly available for you to address your concerns/questions at any point. The best mode of contact is e-mail (tgarrison@langstoncharter.org). I check my inbox often, and I will respond to any questions or concerns as soon as possible. I am also more than happy to receive telephone calls at the school (286-9700). Please leave a message during school hours, and I will return your call as promptly as I can. If you would like to speak to me in person, please don’t hesitate to set up an appointment. I welcome and encourage parent contact whose aim is furthering your child’s success in my class. Please discuss these policies with your child as soon as possible. I look forward to a productive, fun school year!
English Schedule

Throughout the year, we will be reading several different types of literature, working on writing and grammar skills, and improving vocabulary skills. In the spring, you will be taking the state standardized exam. All the terms and skills we cover in this class are things you will see on this test, so it is important that you do your best this year so that you can do well on this exam.

We will be doing a quarterly reading project so be sure that you have a book with you to read. There may be times in class where you have a few minutes of free time, so you may want to keep a book with you at all times. This assignment will be discussed in class during the first few weeks of school. 
	
	1st quarter
	2nd quarter
	3rd quarter
	4th quarter

	Literature


	· literary elements

· short stories 
· summer reading novel study – Percy Jackson and the Olympians - The Lightning Thief 

· “The Legacy of Dicey Langston” 

· setting
· conflict

· Reading Riot
	· literary elements

· figurative language

· characterization,
inferences, drawing conclusions

· novel study - Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick

· literature genres

· point of view

· Reading Riot
	· informational text features 
· nonfiction 
· author’s purpose

· summarizing and paraphrasing 

· drama elements 

· The Prince and the Pauper 

· Reading Riot


	· poetry 

· element of poetry 
· novel study – The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder 
· standardized test review

· Reading Riot

	Grammar
	· Parts of Speech review
· mechanics (capitalization, punctuation, apostrophes, common misspellings)

· sentence structure
	· sentence structure

· compound, complex sentences

· clauses

· focus on pronouns

· mechanics


	· sentence structure

· compound, complex sentences

· prepositions

· subject-verb agreement 
· mechanics 
	· -ongoing grammar instruction as needed 

	Writing
	· writing effective sentences

· elements of strong paragraph writing

· journal responses

· weekly writing assignments

· plagiarism


	· ongoing writing instruction

· journal responses

· weekly written assignments

· literature analysis 

· portfolio 
	· ongoing writing instruction

· journal responses

· weekly written assignments

· research writing
· propaganda 
	· journal responses

· informational and argumentative writing

	Vocabulary
	· vocabulary from novel study

· context clues


	· vocabulary from novel study

· context clues


	· vocabulary
· context clues

· roots and stems
	· vocabulary from literature study 

· roots and stems




 **This is a tentative schedule. It is subject to change due to the availability of books and other materials.

FAMILY SURVEY – Return to Mrs. Garrison 
	Personal information
	Student name
	

	
	Parent/Guardian name
	

	
	Phone/Email
	


	What are your student’s strengths? Be specific and don’t be bashful. Include as many as you can think of—academic, social, athletic, artistic, musical, etc.

	


	What can you tell me about how your student learns best? What kinds of classroom learning environments have helped him/her to learn in the past?

	


	Is there anything else you want me to know about your student? 

	


Please read and sign below.  Your student will receive a homework grade for this assignment.

· I visited Mrs. Garrison’s class website and read the course information sheet.

· I understand the policies and expectations for Mrs. Garrison’s class.

· I have internet access to Mrs. Garrison’s website as well as the Parent Portal.  I understand I can use the Portal to check my student’s grades whenever I like.  
Signed_______________________________________________________Date________________________
You know your student best. Thank you for taking the time to provide me with this information.

I look forward to working with you this year!
